


































It took more than 20 years of discussions on the environment for the international community to 

commit to action, at the Earth Summit in 1992 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The resulting UNFCCC 

(United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change) came into force two years later, 

providing a framework for ongoing climate negotiations in the form of preparatory conferences 

and the annual COP. These conferences are held in different countries located on the various 

continents on a rotating basis.

In 1995, the first Conference of the Parties took place in Berlin, followed by COP2 in Geneva, 

Switzerland. Both formed the basis for subsequent international climate talks. In 1997, the focus 

was the implementation of the UNFCCC. After long negotiations, the Parties agreed on the Kyoto 

Protocol, the most far-reaching climate agreement to date. For the first time, an absolute and 

legally binding limit on greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions for industrialized countries was 

anchored in an international treaty.

The Kyoto Protocol was ratified by 191 nations several years later in 2005. Notably, the US was not 

among this group, in spite of becoming a signatory during COP4.

With the Kyoto Protocol, 37 industrialised countries committed themselves to reduce GHG 

emissions to 5.2% below 1990 levels between 2008 and 2012. No restrictions were imposed on 

developing countries, even high polluters. International emissions trading was also introduced. 

The similar but differentiated principle of responsibilities were created to contrast the speed in 

which developing and developed countries were to reduce GHG emissions.

https://www.un.org/en/conferences/environment/rio1992
https://unfccc.int/cop3/resource/docs/cop1/01.htm
https://www.climatepartner.com/en/knowledge/glossary/kyoto-protocol
https://www.climatepartner.com/en/knowledge/glossary/kyoto-protocol


RIO + 20

The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) was held in Rio de 

Janeiro, Brazil, on 20-22 June 2012, producing a political outcome document with measures 

for sustainable development. At Rio, Member States initiated the development of Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) to build on the previous Millennium Development Goals and 

align with the post-2015 agenda. The conference also adopted guidelines for green economy 

policies. 

 

Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development:

 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), created at the 2012 Rio+20 Conference, set 

universal goals across social, environmental, and economic dimensions with input from UN 

member states and non-governmental actors. Developed between 2013 and 2015, the 17 

SDGs form the 2030 Agenda (signed in 2015 by 193 UN Member States), guiding global 

policies and UN reform. Brazil supports an integrated approach to sustainable development, 

implementing policies like Bolsa Família, the Ecological Transformation Plan, and Amazon 

deforestation control, which impact various SDGs. Introduced in 2023, SDG 18 promotes 

ethnic and racial equality and is currently being formalized. 



PERSPECTIVES FOR COP30 IN BELÉM

Previous COPs have had a greater civil society involvement, and in Brazil, it is not different. 

President Lula chose to present Belém as a host city because the world associates Brazil with the environment, and its 

forests.

It is important to recall that a good part of our greenhouse gas emissions comes from deforestation, which by the way 

diminished 50% last year, but it is still important.

In Dubai, we all agreed to stop deforestation by 2030. We created a group of countries called “United for our Forests”. The 

United for our Forests comprises 70 countries around the world will be a major ally in this task. 

Financing the energy transition. We have urgencies! Mid-income countries have to pay a very high price for any resources 

they can obtain in the market. We will discuss this issue at the G20. There is still no mechanism that translates the 

urgency of investments in reducing climate change. 

De-risking is a new concept. If we succeed to include climate-associated projects in the mainstream of investments, this 

will be a major development We need to move away from the concept that we will have in the future funds to invest in 

environment preservation. This needs to change while we will make available projects that affect the environment in some 

form or another. Countries should include in their development plan a series of projects contemplating the environment. 

As mentioned previously, this is was discussed during the G20 talks in Rio de Janeiro, this last November and will 

continue in the BRICS-plus summit in Brazil next year. A significant outcome of the COP-29 summit was the initiation of 

the "Baku to Belém Roadmap to 1.3 Trillion," aiming to mobilize $1.3 trillion annually by 2035 to support climate actions in 

developing countries. This roadmap is designed to facilitate increased financial flows from both public and private 

sectors, with progress reports anticipated at COP30 in Belém, Brazil.



If we succeed in including the urgency element in de-risking we may succeed in financing environment projects. 

Brazil is very keen on observing science. Science has concluded that if we surpass 1.5 degrees in global warming, 

we may provoke the “savanization” of the rainforest, and other tropical forests around the world. Science is 

surprised on how quickly things are happening, how fast our world climate is changing, and events which are 

occurring now should have happened only in 2040. It is seemingly a tricky discussion to discuss financing 

environmental projects using oil revenues, but the is general idea in the discussions that we pretend to have at the 

G20, and also in the BRICS - plus meeting to be hosted in Brazil next year. Energy conservation needs to be 

addressed in a major way. Brazil is today a country that can produce energy in tremendous scale in a sustainable 

way. 

This poises Brazil and other countries to benefit from de-risking investments associated with climate improvement.      

We need to incentivize countries in being more ambitious in their NDCs. Perhaps the perspective of receiving 

investments will push them in that direction. 

I still believe that the yearly discussion on the environment made available by the holding of COPs is a routine that 

brings countries together jointly to solve a common planetary problem and will contribute, in the long run, to 

diminish some of the political cleavages of this era.  



José Mauro da 
Fonseca Costa Couto

For all those interested in participating in 
COP30 in Brazil, please contact:  

mauro.couto@itamaraty.gov.br
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